
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE MOUNTAIN CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA, JOHANNESBURG SECTION

held on Wednesday, 23 March 2022

at 18h00 at CityROCK,
173 Republic Road, Randburg (entrance 4th Street), JOHANNESBURG

1. Welcome
The Chairman (Stephen Hoffe) welcomed everyone present.

2. Apologies
The AGM was attended by 27 members in person. Apologies were received from a number of
members who were unable to attend physically, as per the attendance register.

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting Held on 26 March 2021
Proposed: Andre Dalais Seconded: Tam Scheidegger

4. Report by Chairman
The Chairman reported at length on the activities of the Section during 2021 and touched briefly on
aspects of the different Portfolio Convenors’ reports. A copy of the full report can be obtained from
the administrator.

A number of points were raised from the floor :

4.1 It was asked how the Club planned to manage trespassing going forward, particularly at Castle
Gorge where members often encountered persons without permits.
The Chairman reported that this is an ongoing issue that the MCSA and Johannesburg Hiking Club
(who administer Castle Gorge permits) are trying to manage. This will be addressed as a priority item
at the next joint MCSA/JHC meeting.

4.2 There was concern raised about social media posts focused on “cool” locations and activities
rather than conservation, meets and Club ethics – this might have a negative effect on our properties
by increasing awareness of the locations without ensuring that those who access are behaving
responsibly.
The Chairman noted that we use our social media platform for promotion of all Club activities
including conservation, training etc. The work of the social media portfolio has been firstly to
generate excitement and engagement with the pages, and then use the interest to promote the club
and our agenda.

The Chairman confirmed that he was stepping down from his position, and thanked the committee
and Club members generally for their ongoing commitment and support during his tenure.

The Chairman noted that Jenny Paterson was stepping down from her post as Johannesburg Section
Club Administrator after many years. He thanked Jenny for her dedicated, efficient and selfless
service to the Johannesburg Section (in addition to her responsibilities as MCSA National Secretary
and Journal Editor – she will retain the last two functions).



5. Treasurer's Report for the period 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021
(The signed and Independently Reviewed annual financial statements were made accessible through
a hyperlink in an email relating to the AGM documentation. Printed copies were available from the
Treasurer or Administrator)

Firstly, heartfelt thanks to outgoing Chairman Stephen Hoffe, who had negotiated a very trying
period through the Covid crisis with skill and grace.

Sincere thanks also to Jenny Paterson for her sterling work in recording the day-to-day accounting
transactions in addition to her many other duties.

Discussion on the annual financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2021:
5.1 The largest income item, annual member subscriptions, in 2021 decreased by 6.5% over the
previous year, due to the fee discount offered to paid-up members to compensate for the Covid
lockdowns. Fortunately, this reduction in income was compensated by large increases in member
entrance fees and access permit fees, leaving the total income for the 2021 year fractionally ahead of
2020 by 1.2%.

5.2 Total operating expenditure for 2021 was ahead of the 2020 year by 6.5%. The main driver of this
was a 57% increase in journal costs and a 40% increase in Club Administrator costs, partially offset by
savings in accounting fees and member subscription write-offs.

5.3 The net result of the above was a small reduction of 5% in the year’s net surplus compared to
2020.

5.4 The Club remains in a sound financial position, with all allocated special purpose funds, and the
general reserve, being fully funded with corresponding bank resources. With respect to the
movements in the special purpose funds, some direct donations were recorded over and above the
amounts allocated out of the year’s net surplus. The detailed movement in these funds were
recorded in the notes to the annual financial statements.

5.5 It was noted that the report of the Independent Reviewer of the financial statements, Maralyn
Nel & Associates, reflected that these statements fairly presented, in all material respects, the
financial position of the Club and its annual financial performance.

6. Approval of 2021 Annual Financial Statements .
These were adopted by the meeting as is :
Proposed : Bennie De Wet Seconded: Stephen Hoffe

7. Appointment of an Independent Reviewing Officer
Maralyn Nel and Associates were re-elected as the Club’s Independent Reviewer for the ensuing year
Proposed: Andre Dalais Seconded: Barbara Reid

8. Recognition of service 
8.1 A special award given to Jenny Paterson for her dedicated years of service as administrator.
8.2 Certificates of membership of over 50 years to various members noted.

9. Election of New Committee 
The following nominations for committee members had been received :

Chairman – Bennie de Wet

Land and Access – Roy Kendall



Legal – Paul Carstensen

Conservation – Tam Scheidegger

Outreach – Mienke Richter

Treasurer – Andre Dalais

Meets convenor – Ale Bareiro

Sport Climbing – Geoff Comins

Trad Climbing – Bennie De Wet

MSAR – Stephen Hoffe

Social Media (and new club administrator) - Dylan Labuschagne

Committee support / sub-committee roles :

● Thomas Magg - Wolkberg Hut.

● Hector Pringle – Bolting

● Andrew Porter - Route Guides

● Roland Magg - IT Support

All the above nominations were presented to the meeting, and all were individually accepted by show of
hands.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting closed at 19:45.

CONFIRMED CORRECT

__________________________________

DATE: ____________________________


