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Endorsement: A nine page feature article A Mountain
Magazine (Issue # 46; Sept/Nov 2013) referred to theswe as
"The Canyon of Dream8 1 and with very good reason. Just
onevisit and you'll fall in love with this magic spot for life.

Author's Comment: Readers often use the index and topos to
locate a particular route and then simply head upward without
further consideration. No problem if that's what suits you but
actually reading the RDandthe introductory information for

each section will put you in a better position to make the most of
your experience. The information is not perfect but it is a lot
better than nothingConstructive comments, improvements

and suggestions are most welcome.



IMPORTANT  RESCUE INFORMATION

Mountain Club of South Africa

KwaZulu-Natal Section
E-mail: kzn.mcsa.comm@gmaibm
Website:http://kzn.mcsa.org.za

Non-TechnicalEmergencies If the patient is easily accessible
and no ropes or helicoptare required, [pone Netcare082911

ER: 24084124 othegovernment ambulanaa 10177. Due to

the remoteness of Klkboof farm, pleasgpost someone at the

gate on the main road to show the ambulance where to turn off.

Technical Climbing Emergencies Please report the problem to
E.M.R.S. Control 0®800005133%&nd report that a "mountain
rescue” is requiredAlternatively, contact any of the following
MountainClub Rescue Organisers directly:

Gavin Raubenheimer 0829905876 (@ 0333433168 (H)
Steve Cooke 082554488Bruce Sobey 0834406753; Colin
McCoy 0825467963; Trevor JohnsonsQ236196

For helicopter rescue quote: 2814'00'S ; 31°11'36"'E
These are the eordinates of a suitable landing area overlooking
the Warrior Wall. Give warning that TWO sets of power

lines cross theclimbing area in a north / south direction.

When reporting an accident or fatality:

Do's: (1) Stay in cell phone range. (2) Give your name and
phone number. (3) Give the patient's name, age and gender.
(4) Give information on the patient's symptoms or problems.
(5) Give information on the pvailing weather conditions.

Don'ts: (1) Don't panic. (2) Don't make hasty decisions. (3) Most
emergencies are sorted out better after a little thought and planning
(4) Administer First Aid to the best of your ability and training.

(5) In the case of afality, do not move the body or disturb the
area until authorized to do so by the police or rescue team.


mailto:kzn.mcsa.comm@gmail.com
http://kzn.mcsa.org.za/




ver

at the
mfoloz

by Gavin Peckham




Downstream end dhe Power Wall



Rock Climbing
at the

White Umfolozi River

3 & Final Edition

Dedication

This guide is dedicated to the memgaf myvery good friend
Rodney Owen.In my mid forties le dragged me/hining and
tremblingup a rock facgthussavng me from a midlife crisis
and opeimng up a whole newvorld of experienceto me.

Then we climbed and fishedimbed and argued armdimbed
some more.Can't thank you enoudpiglet, yougreatlyenriched
my life!
Gavin Peckham
December2017

"A man would do nothing if he waited until he
could do it so well that no one could find fault.

Cardinal John Henry Newman.

Cover Photo: The 'Dg Tripper' Face



Climbers onthe toppitch of ‘Day Tripper:
Photo: Anthony van Tonder



DISCLAIMER

Rock climbing is apotentially dangerous sport in which you
can be seriously injured or even killed.You climb entirely

at your own risk. Land owners, route bolters, belayers, etc.
are entirely free of any legal responsibility for your welfare
unless gross negligence on their part can be unconditionally
proven.

This guide is intended only for the use of experienced eisb
who have the necessary expertise, experience and judgement to
ensure their own safetyPlease also read "Hazards"2id- 26.

Whilst | have made a reasonable effort to ensure the accuracy
of the information in this guide, you make use ohiirely at
your own risk.

Theinformation in this guide will obviously become
outdated as time passes smimbers are personally
responsible for ascertaining the situation and
conditions prevailing at the time of their visit.

UPDATES

Updated informatiomay (possibly) bgyosted periodically on
theMCSA-KZN Web site that is currently hosted at:
http://kzn.mcsa.org.za Failing that, contact me directly.

NEW ROUTE INFORMATION

Suggestions or new ratnformation may be sent to:
Gavin Peckham, P O Box 593, Empangeni, 3880.
Tel : 035 792 4543K) or 084 587 895 (C)

E-mail : gavinpeckham@gmaitom

COPYRIGHT © Gavin Peckham : December 2017
This .pdf file may be copied, shared and hopefuligiely
distributedprovided that this is done withbsolutelyno
financial benefit to the distributor.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

In a nutshell, what you will find at the White Umfolozias
selection ofabout290routes includingabout140 sport routes
andabout B0 trad routes These are generalBasy to moderate
grades andn superb rocklt is abouta 3 hour drive from

Durban andabout5 hoursfrom Jdhanneburg. This is a real
"out-of-Africa” climbing venue and as a bonus it is a wilderness
area thatvill delight any nature lover.

Location

The White Umfolozi crags are situated in the heart of Zululand
about midway between Melmoth and VryhelMore precisely,

they are located on the banks of the White Umfolozi River about
2 km downstream from the bgd where the R34 crosses the
White Umfolozi Riveri see map of the Main Roads ocagp 11
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White Umfolozi River

Main Roads - How to get there
(For final approach, see map of Farm Roads)
Rough sketch - not to scale !

Copyright: G Peckham 2017 ©
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White Umfolozi River

General layout of the crags

Rough sketch - not to scale !
Copyright: G Peckham 2017 © Note : This sketch does not show the

All rights reserved Buffalo Face, Mkhize’s Buttress, or the
Cinderella Slabs. These are upstream
Power from here on the North Bank - see page 47.
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The Rock

The crags have resulted from the river carving a gorgeigr
thePongola Quartzitedown to he archaean Kaapvaal Craton
(3.2 billion years old).This ancient rock underlies the various
sedimentary strata that constitute the bulihe KwaZuluNatal
landmass.

Towards the downstream end of the crags, closevdolevel,
the rock is extremely compact with a smooth texture that, in
some places, feels almost soapy. This is probably due to the
polishing effects of floodwaters and wisdbwn sand. Towards
the upstream end of the crags, which are higher abose ri
level, the rock has a rougher texture very similar to that of the
Natal Group Sandstones.

In contrast to this, the uncharacteristic rock on the Lowerdfier
the Bushy Buttress is very coarse grained and friable. In some
places it is not dissimildao the famous Peakstone Grit. Another
sector with uncharacteristiock for this venueis the Cinderella
Slab which is a small outcrop of soft,-balance taldike rock

that provide some easy but pleasant routes.

The quality of the rock is generally steinding, especially
towards the downstream end of the cra§ys.one moves
upstream, the rock quality tends to decrease slightly and
amount of vegetation increasagost of the rock is squeaky
clean. However, some of theore"on-balancé routes tendo
gather dirt and subsequently vegetation. Please do yduy bit
helping to keep them cleanWhen topping out osomeclimbs
please be careful not to dislodge rocks on those bekse
"Hazards" on paga2.

This is an area of great geological antiquifyhree billion year

old wave beds, algal mats, stromatolites and other geologically
significant phenomena attract geologists from around the world.
When you climb here you are surrounded by an amazing
testament to the evolutionary forces of nature llaae shaped

our awesome planet over the course of countless millennia. Will
"young earth creationists” kindly take their delusions elsewhere.
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The Routes

There arecurrentlyabout290routes at the White Umolazi
These includabout 140 sport routes andbout150 trad routes.
Theroutesrange in grade from 8 to 27 and in length from

to 45 m. The venue caters mostly for beginners and for casual
climbers as the average grade is ab@uith an abundace of
short, easy routesowever, there is plenty of potential for new
hard lines if only théhard met would getoff their backsides
and make a positive contributioim recent years only Hallam
Payne has been makingignificantinput in this regat.

There areabout55 sport route®n the north bank arabout85

on the south bankMany of the bettesportroutes are on the
Friction Wall. A majority of the trad routes are on the south
bankbutthe north lank also has many worthwhile trad routes.

The starts of mantgradroutes have been marked with small,
white arrows. There are good belay points at the top of most
tradroutes and the majority of these can be easilyroped.
There is plenty of potential for the development of new routes.

TheRDs for routes opened in the early 1990s were taken from
Roger Nattrass' excellent bodly Climber'sGuideto Natal

RocK' which is now sadly, out of print The RDs for later

routes have been obtained directly from the opening parties.
Some of these RPwere written down several monitiseven
yearsafter the first ascent and may be somewhat vaghe.
grades and star ratingsmfinyclimbs are the subject of some
debate. Opinions vary by as much as two full grades in either
direction Please send enyour suggestions if you feel that
some of the grades, star ratings or RDsin seriouseedof
modification.

The general layout of the crags and the location of some of the
more popular routes are shown on Elfgand 13

16



Gerald Campgripped to he max.
You're looking good Challenger !
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The Bolting

There are currentlgbout140 fully equipped sport routes at the
White Umfolozi. Of these, about 5&reon the north bank and
about85 areon the south bank. Many of the better sport routes
are on tle Friction Wall.

Bolting at the venue began in the early 1990s when Gerald
Camp(2), Neil McQueen(1) and Roger Nattragd) opened
somesport routsin the harder grades. The RDs include the
number ofBolts andChains indicated as B; C]. Routes
without an[xB; C] are trad routes which are occasionally
supplemented by the odd bolt or chains.

A project to retrebolt badly protected trad routesas-going

Only underprotected routes will be considered for rebating

and then only with the permissi of the first ascentionist.
Significant donations towards this project have been received
from Derek Marshall, Bruce Tomalin, Carl FaRigrre Bill, lan
Cox and the MCSAZN. Contributions have also been
received from Martha Gurtz, Cally Henders@naig Pearman,
Charles HugheandGrant Tunmer Apart fromsomeclimbers

who have bolted their own routes, the rest of the bolting project
has been financed privatély.e. by me!

A significant number of routes still require boltingtbe
replacement obld bolts. If you have enjoyed clipping bolts
at the White Umfolozi then donations to help cover the very
substantial costs will be most welcoinplease contact Gavin
Peckham, chief pilferer of the Bolting Fund!

Bolts placed on the original routepened in the early 9Gsill
seemas solid as ever bptease inspect them carefully before
committing your life to them!

Bolters do their best to ensure your safety but at the end of
the day youclimb at your own risk and you are personally
responsibk for your own safety

18
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SeasonalConsiderations

Winter is the best time to climb at the White Umfolozi, as the
valley may become uncomfortably hotsummer.However,
climbing is feasible, eveduring the hot summer monthsy

starting earlytaking a long midday siesta and then climbing
again later Also, the aspects of the various walls are such that
there is always some climbing available in the shade even if you
have to cross the river totge it.

Therearecool, shady, parkike area along the base of the
Gully Wall, thePromised Land areand the Cinderella Slabs.
There are large sandbanks at the base diiperWarrior and
Friction Walls. These may be pleasant on mild days, but yo
can really bake here in summer.

In winter the Friction Wall is permanently in the shade whilst
the Warrior and Power Walls are permanently in the sun. In
summer, the shady and sunny sides swap over during the day.

In summer the water level may be hgiough to make river
crossings somewhat tricky but in winter the rivegéserally
crystal clear and much of it igtle more than ankle deep.

Rainfall

In winter the chances of rain at the White Umfolozi are close to
zero. Even in summer the chanoésain areverylow. This

part of the river is in an arid, rashadow area. Even when it is
pouring with rain along the coast, it is usually dry in this valley.

Flora and Fauna

Apart from its pure scenic splendour, the valley contains an
amazing varigy of plants, trees, animals and birds. Crowned

and black eagles soar overhead whilst bald ibis frequent the
crags. Dassies, porcupine, otters, water mongoose and a variety
of antelope may also be sedreopard tracks have been

positively identifiedon more than one occasionglers may

wish to pass some time pursuit of catfish, carp, yellovish

and tilapia. If you travehere during June or July you will be
treated to the stunnirgight of hundreds of aloes in full flower.

20



Aloes, Fish, Figs and Fliers !
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The Hazards

The following hazards are mentioned more as a disclaimer than
because of any significant threat to your well beiSgme have
been included only because of numerous enquiries from people
who still think of Zulland as théheart of darkest Africa You

will probably find that a majority of the stalled"hazard$ exist

at virtually any crag in the countryfou are more likely to be
involved in a car accident on your way to the crags, than to
suffer serious hran from any of the hazards mentioned below.
Nevertheless, climbing is a dangerous activity and you are
entirely responsible for your own safety Pleaseexercise all
possible caution !

9 Security: The loyd old caretaker, Mkhizevho guarded the
old campsite on the north barfor manyyearswas retrenched
and the hut, whickwve so fondly remember, has subsequently
been plundered by tH@reviously disadvantagéd This site is
under new ownership and odficial access is currently allowed.

Theland onthesouth bank has recently been soldaretakers

are present to ensure securtpwever, n the interests of safety
do not leave anything of value lying around when you go to the
crags. Lock it all up in one of the huts or the boot of your car.
At the crags themselves you will be as safe as you are in your
own home' a comforting thought in thesenteresting timey

We generallyleave a gratuity (tip) with the security staff

upon departure. R20to R50per person per visit iscurrently
regarded as the norm depending on the length of your stay.

9 Cell phone reception: The whole R34 from Empangeni in
the south to Vryheid in the north is well coveréithe camp on
the south bank has a reasonably strgiggal in most places.

1 Crocodiles: There are no cradliles in the river.Therewas
a crocodile farm several kilometres upstrezithe Matatane
camp site but this was closed many years agd.m crocodile
was allegedly spotted under the bridyerthe R34 in 2005. It
has never been seen again,ahid actually existegthe poor
reptile was probably shot by some ovealous local.

22



Whatever you do, don't go anywhere near the front-hght
corner of the sun dedkseveral dangerous animals have been
spottecthere. Thismust rate as the most dangerpleceat

this magnificent venue!
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1 Snakes: This is definitely snake country Howeveryvery

few climbers have actually reported seeing snakégst of

these were harmle$ghesnakes, not thelimbers! A large
pythonhas been reported on the south bank. The owner suggests
that in the event of a pythaattackyou shouldkeep your arms
held out at right angles to your body. This way the python can
only swallow you as far as your armpits, at which stage gou c
reach down and strangle the begg&nfore seriously, sakes
almost always slither away unless you corner them or step on
them. Keeping a sharp lookout, or letting your belay partner
walk ahead of you, are probably the most practical precautions
you @an take.

9 Ticks: Ticks areoccasionallya problemespecially during
the autumn It would be wise to check yourself carefully for
ticks at regular intervals or check your partner if (s)he is
amenable to the proces3$ick bites occasionally causeck

bite fevel. If you decline treatment for your first attack of tick
bite fever, you will apparently develop an immunity from
subsequent infectiorisa sacrifice that is well worth making !

1 Gerald Camp, Derek Marshall, Anthony van Tonderand
Hallam Payne | was unsure whether to include these deviants
under Crocodiles, Snakes or Ticks but decided to give them a
heading of their own. Climb some of their stunning routes and
your adrenalin levelwiill tell you why they are listed here!

1 Malaria: Surprisindy, mosquitoes areery seldommuch of
a problem here and malariagissentialljunknown in the area.

9 Bilharzia: There is averylow possibility of contracting
bilharzia if you swim or wade in the river. In this area the river
flows rapidly over sand argtone andhere are ngtagnant
reedfringed pools that are the breeding ground of the bilharzia
snail. Consequentlyany bilharzia parasites that occur upstream
are likely to beveryscarce in this part of the rivaothe
possibilityof infection is exremely low.
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Bats, Bees andHornets: Someroutes harbour resident
populations of bats that may startle you if they fly ou
unexpectedly You can usually hear or smell them before
you see themBees can kill youi shouldyou spota hive
please ex@ise great cautionThe kees that wereesidenton
'Hummet, 'Bee Liné and'Bee in the Bonnéhaveall moved

off and | am unaware of any currently active hivearnets
are sometimes encountered on the routhilst their stings
are painful, lhey are easily dealt with if you have a long stick
or a can of aerosaprayavailable. If your name is Charl
Brummer, you simply swat the entire nest with an open hand
before the poor little devils know what has hit them !

1 Access Ledge:Accesdgo roues on the Power Walkquires
walking along the'Access Ledgewhich runs across the full
lengthof the Power Walbndabout 30m above river level.
This ledge is generally broad and level, but ttegeea couple
of narrow, slopingsectiors. There hae been dew near
disasters when people fool around, forgetting that there is a
substantial drop of some 3@to the river below.Please b
especially careful ndb knock any stones or debris over the
edge as there may be climbers on the Primeval Wathwis
directly below the Access ledge.

91 Loose Rock: There are loose rocks and boulders at the top
of severakectors Please exercise caution when toppingiout
especiallyon theBushy Buttressthe Primeval Wallthe Power
Wall and on thél'ree and Grss Ledges. We have removed some
of this debris but if you come across atangerouslioose rocks,
please relocate them to a safer sgRieaseaesistthe urge to
trundleboulders A couple of routetavelarge blocks that

seem to have very little suppioig them. To date these blocks
have defied our best efforts to dislodge them and they seem
reasonablygecure.Nevertheless, it would be wise to exercise
the usual caution and to test all holds before committing to
them. Although it is not regarded dsool' these days,

wearing ahelmetmakes a lot of sense.
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Old Bolts: The bolts on the original routéisat were bolted in
the early 1990still seem as solid as ever. Howevemay be
better to top rope them or to check the bolts on ab before
commiting your life to them. Routes bolted in recent years
have all been bolted with #8m x 10mm stainless steel bolts
which should still be in good condition foranyyears to come.

As always you are personallyresponsible for your own
safety and shouldexercise caution with all protection points

1 River Noise: When the river level is high, theise of the
rapidsmakes communication difficult on some climbs, especially
on the Power Wall. Have some sort of signal system worked out
with your belayer bef@ you start climbing.

1 Sunburn: If you are fairskinned, a hat and sunscreen are
highly recommended, especially in summévlad dogs and
Englishmen go out in the midday sun."

1 Sand: There are large sandbars at the base of the Friction
and Upper Warrior \&lls. When climbing in these area®wel
or ropemat is useful to keep your ropes out of the sand.

1 Nettle Trees: Watch out for nettle trees, especially in the
vicinity of theBushy ButtressAccess Ledgand thePower
Wall. Most people will experienago more than a temporary
irritation, but people with sensitive skin mdgvelopa nasty
rash.

1 Finally: Beware of hangovers after a night of celebragieg
anothergreat day's climbingtthis absolutelyawesomerenue!

One of my favourite quotes is from a climber who identifies
himself, or possibly herselbnly as "Mad Dog". This climber
observed, somewhat philosophically | presume, that:

| climb as hard as anyone on earth.
| just do it on easier routes !

Now tha is something | can relate to!
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A History of Climbing at the White Umfolozi River

For those who might be interested, the origins of climbing at the
White Umfolozi are described below. The information has been
obtained mainly from Neil McQueen and Craig Pearman with
contributions from Ron Uken and Gerald Camp.

CraigPearman writes that, "In the late 1980s and early 1990s
the Mountain Club at the University of Natal in Durban was
particularly active and sport climbing was taking off with many
new venues to explore. Places like Shongweni werecessible
due to politcal troubles and we were looking further afield for
new crags. Around the country the Capey's had just started
developing Montague and the Vaalies had found Waterval
Boven, so there was a magic atmosphergofforth and boft
The main motivator forloring the White Umfolozi was

Craig Robertson who was studying chemical engineering at
Durban Varsity."

Craig lived at Vryheid in northern Natal and regularly drove
between Vryheid and Durban via Eshowe, along the R34.
During these trips he noticelde crags that are clearly visible

on either side of the bridgever the White Umfolozi River

Neil McQueen had also seen these crags on trips to Nelspruit
and the two of them decided to organise an exploratory trip.
"Murphy" intervened ad Neil was unable to attencdetimitial
outing but Craig and a few friends went and camped at the
Matatane campsiten the baks of a small tributary that joins
the White UmfoloziRiver justupstream othe bridgeover the
R34. They explored tis tributary and found a superb plunge
pool in a deep bowl of orange rock just upstream of the junction
with the main river.Here they spent time making long leaps
into deep water and bouldering.

On a subsequent trip, Andrew Rusdgdiulton bolted a route
(The Plnge) on the wall next to the waterfalsee @mgel93 in
Roger Nattrass' guide "Natal RocK. Gerald Camp relates
that, "We liked the place impressive and full of adventure.
We opened a 22 (whose name escapes rad)olted line next
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to the poolactually 'The Plunge’, 24 We sunbathed and did
a really good, moderately high jump from a cliff into the pool.
Had some other fun too. Dug a hole aligutm deep in the
river bed, inserted '&GaZ' cooker, fired it up and stuck a new
cylinderon top Kaboom but we saw nothing. Next morning
we found the cylinder with its bottom blasted out aboutn50
behind where we had been watching."

Meanwhile, Neil McQueen and Craig Robertson agreed that the
real potential of the area lay in the higher crags were visible
downstream of the bridge and the two of them organised a trip
to explore this area. This time it was Craig who was unable to
go, but word had started to spread and Neil was easily able to
recruit Gerald Camp to join hiniThey stayed at giMatatane
camp sitgtheonly option in those daysndaccessed the crags
by driving along the farm roads the north banknd then

along the railway line until they estimated they were in the
vicinity of the crags.At this point they parked their camalked
down the hill, reached the top of the Friction Wall and saw the
Warrior Wall on the far side of the river in all its splendour. This
set the tone for an exciting weekend.

Neil McQueen writes, "We were stoketlVe attacked the

Warrior Wall since ilooked sooooo good and Gerald opened
'‘Batman' (17) and 'Mfecane' (23) as the first routes. | opened
'‘Dingane’'s Manoeuvres' (18) on the same day. The river was
low and clear. We swam, climbed, swam, lunched at the ‘Lunch
Blocks' and then climbed again."

Later that Saturday Neil spotted and attempted 'Shaka' (23) but
was unable to lead it at first. The next day (Sunday) they turned
their attention tdhe Frab and Sliction Walkée footnote) where
Neil opened the impressive litlesychobabble Rap' (RO

Neil continues, "Richard Knott pitched up for the day and
promptly opened the classic 'Sands of Time' (16). We also
tackled the huge, letending roof on the Warrior Wall but
ended in abbing off a hex since it was way too hard for us
mortals. Tdead 'Shaka' was the weekend's animg hope,
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butit seemed to elude me. The thought of another three
hour trip each way, with exams looming, provided renewed
motivation and the route went at last, ending a two day spree
of exploring and routepening on a high! Further trips were
limited due to student budgets and study commitments; how
ever, about a year later we managed two trips with bigger
groups and stairy Dilemma; 'Hunted Child 'The Work§
'Peaceful Prote'shind'Purple People &ef, amongst others,
went up. We all loved how hard, beautiful and clean the rock is.
It's anazing that the place had not been seen and climbed
before."

After this initial phase climbing at the White Umfoidziver

came to a standstillThe reasonsra not entirely clearCraig
Pearman recalls that the farm changed hands and that the new
owner was les&climber friendly than the original owner. He
also noted another factor that possibly contributed to the slump
was the fact that that the pioneeute openers were students
who all graduated and moved away from the area at more or
less the same time.

Anyway, after4 or 5 years in the doldrums the venue Wess
discovered in the late 1990svhenRodney Owen encouraged
me Gavin Peckhamto takeup climbing inmy old age The

two of usadopted this asurlocal crag. Many new routes were
openedand the number of climbers visiting tlsginningvenue
hasincreasedteadilyi longmayit last.

Foot notes:

1. Craig Pearman mentions that he has doollections of
finding some old pegs in the rock above the bridge during
theirfirst visits. If anyone can throw more light on this I'd
beverypleasedo hear from you.

2. It will be noticed that Roger Nattrass' definitive bdék
Climber's Guide tdNatal RocK refers to thé Kua Wall'.
This meaningless name, of uncertain pronunciation, was
apparently due to the illegible handwriting of a weibwn
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Natal climber (GC). | later discovered that the original
name was apparently the KVA Wall, wher¥ K stands

for kilovolt amp. This unit of electrical power is equivalent
to the kilowatt and presumably derives from the power lines
which cross the river directly over this walNowadays,

most climbersimplyrefer to this wall as the Power Wall.

The Frab and Sliction Wall also suffered a name change.
It would appear that the original spoonerism proved too
much of a tongue twister and the wall is now generally
known simply as the Friction Wadillatleast the essence

of the originalnames has been preserved.

. Finally, as a matter of interest, the dlov-level bridge
near theold camp siteon the north bankised tocarty the
main Eshowé Vryheid road (R34) until the present road
and bridgeverebuilt in about 193. The lasR km of the
trackon either side of thisld bridge were also a part of
the old R34 imaginetrying to get ugthosehills in the
cars of tle time especially after rain!

"Umfolozi Reflections". Photo:Anthony van Tonder



Some of the Pioeers and Principal Route Openers

Sadly, | have been unable to obtain photos of some "piongers"
however, a RougesGallery" of the princil villains follows.

Gerald Camp what a ghastly metamorphosis !
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Eric Penman

Derek Marshali the REAL Marshall is on the right !
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Rodney OwenR.I.P. Richard Knott

33



Hallam Payne

Left: Gerhard Greefpr almost two
decades, one #fZN's most tlimber
friendly" land ownes!

| have no more photos of etimers for
this space, so let@slip in this request:

Gardening: When planning a trip here
please bring along a pair of secateurs, a
scratcher and a brush and use them to
clean routes and paths as you gahink

it is a sin for anything to photosynthesise
within a metreor sq on either side of

any routeso when you lower off please
do any necessary cleaninlj.is no use ripping off bladesof
grassi they grow again in no time. Grasp them firmly and
wriggle until you can get them out by the roots.Pleasedo the
job properlyby usng a scratcher to dig oatl the rootsas well
asanyearthremainingin the cracks Thiswill greatly retard
anyfuture regrowth If eachpersonmakes a little effort then the
quality of the climbingwill be improved for # of us.
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Access Conditiors

The crags on the north and south banks are now imathes of
separatéandowners. Climbers are no longer allowed
unconditional access to both sides of the river.

South Bank: At the time of writing allvisitors and climbers
who have booked and padde welcome on the south bank

North Bank: After initially refusing all access and then
imposing stringent access conditions, the evidenceanfy
years is that the new owner of the north bank is essentially an
absentee landid who appears to exercise no contreér
climbing on the north bank crags whitsese areccessed from
the south bankAs a result, climbers hay#legally) resumed
climbing on the north bank and have been doing sméory
years with no interventiofromthe landowner. We thus have
the strange situation in which climbing is officially banned on
the north bank yet, in practise, climbers have hesmg the
crags freely without any sign whatsoever of the presence or
objection of the landownéryou canmake up your own mind.

However, should you ever be confronted about your
presence on the north bank, please remember that you have
no right to be there, apologise profusely and immediately
retreat back to the south bank.

General: To facilitategood relatns with the landowner
(south bankplease be on your best behaviour; close gates,
leave no litter, leave the venue clean and tidy, pay promptly,
etc, andakeeveryopportunity tomake it clear to the owners
how much we, as climbers, appreciate hawaogess to this
superb venue.

Remember, rock climbing is a potentially dangerous sport.
You climb entirely at your own risk. Land owners, bolters,
belayers, etc. are entirely free of any legal responsibility for
your welfare unless gross negligence ondir part can be
unconditionally proven.
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ACCOMMODATION DETAILS

Please NoteThe information giveroelowwill most certainly
changewith time. Please contante Gavin Peckhari see
contact details on pagé ér preferably the land ownésee page
40) for the latesinformation.

North Bank Accommodation

No accommodation or road access is currently available on
the North Bank. The following information is only included
in case this campsite becomes available again in the future.

This is theplacewhere wetraditionally camped in the past.
Sadly there are no longer any facilities available hehe
"previously disadvantaged" have totally plundered every
possilbe resource.

How To Get Therei see map on pady.

The turn off from the R34 to trmamp siteon the north bank is
located about 60 km north of Melmoth and about 70 km south
of Vryheid at a point 3,7 km north of the bridge over the White
Umfolozi River. The turn off iscurrentlymarked by a road
sign:"Nhlazatshe Sta 2". After turning off the &3ollow the
gravel road down into a dip, across a small bridge and then up
the hill on the other side. After 1,4 kinom the R34 as the

road swings to the left, take a turn off to the right onto another
gravel road which has a "Private Road" sign. ¢wlthis road
down through a dip, across another small bridge and up the
other side. After 1,0 km, as the road swings to the left, take the
vague track that turns off to the righbasically you just keep
going straight on where the larger road swinghéoleft.

At this turn off there is an abandoned farm house slightly ahead
of you and on your left as well as a largesMaped power pylon
more or less directly ahead. Go through a gate and then follow
the rough track for about 2 km as it winds dowto ithe valley

to the camp site next to the river. The road to the camp site turns
off sharply to the left about 100 m before you get to an old; low
level bridge across the river.
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White Umfolozi River

Farm Roads : How to get to the

campsite on the North Bank
Rough sketch - not to scale !
Copyright: G Peckham 2017 ©

All rights reserved

Note: All access from the north bank is currently banned.
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Theold huton the North Bankefore it wagplunderedor
building materials by the "previously disadvantaged".
It is now merely a ruin.Phote. Anthony van Tonder
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The old rorth bank hut aaah, the memories !

"Groen is die land van Natal"
A view down the valley looking onto the Power Wall.
Photos Michelle Hutchinson
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South Bank Accommodation

How to Get Therei see map on paggL

The turn off from the R34 to theamp siteon the south bank is
located about 55 km nortsf Melmoth and about 75 km south

of Vryheid at a poiniL.,0 km south of the bridge over the White
Umfolozi River. If you are driving up from the south, then the
turn off is about 0,3 km after you pass under the power lines as
you drive down the hill towals the bridge. The turn off has a
large green gate set back aboun2@om the main road

A largesign "Klip Kloof" is attached to the gate

Provided you have made the necessary prior arrangements you
will either have the keys, or tlgate will be unlocked. Follow

the track down towards the river until you reach the hut. Do not
take the very vague track that runs off to the left at one point.

There is a parking terrace adjacent to the.ldbwever, it may
be better to park on the aithterrace about 3t before you get
to the hus because on the way ouibrmal cars may experience
some difficulty in negotiating the steep slope between the two
terraces SUVs, 4x4s, company cars, etc. will manage easily.

South Bank Booking Details

Bookings must be made advance.Preferably ing Ms Maryna
Lingenfelder or0824461777 Alternativelyemail her at
maryna902@gmail.comFailure to do so will find you standing
in front of a large, locked gate in the heart of darkest Africa.

Pleasebe sokind as to mention my nhamewhen booking!

South Bank Costs

Currentfees ardR100 pppnfor camping R150pppnfor a bed
(with bedding) in thevooden huts, R175 pppn in the stone huts
and R50 pp for day visitsChildren under 10 are fre@hese
chargesare subject to change ptease check witMrs Maryna
Lingenfelderfor the latestletails when booking.
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White Umfolozi River

Farm Roads : How to get to
the hut on the South Bank

Rough sketch - not to scale !
Copyright: G Peckham 2017 ©
All rights reserved
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This turn off is 1,0 km south of the bridge
and 0,3 km north of the point where the

power lines cross the R34. Itis ~ 55 km
from Melmoth and ~75 km from Vryheid.

R34 to
Melmoth
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South Bank Facilities

The magnificent thatched hutsatwe were so fond of were
burned to the grouniy "the previously disadvantageaf' 2008

In an attempt to prevent a recurrentéhis atrocity Mr Greef
rebuilt the huts witldecidedly less attractiveorrugated iron
roofs. Currently a4-bed stone hut, 2bed stone hut and twos; 2
bed wooden hutareavailable. Tents can be pitched on then
deck or on anpf themanytent sites that have been established

Apart from this, the current facilities include ablution block
with 2 flushing toiles and2 showerswvith hot waterfor men and

a separate block with 3 toilets and 3 showers for $adligere is

a separatbarbequeareawith adish washingink, alarge
covereddining area and a superb sdack with a spectacular
view out over the cragdn the dining area there is a kitchenette
with cupboards, a twplate gas cooker, and a small fadge /
freezer unit.

All water is supplied froran adjacent streaniNo one has died
from drinking ths waterand it is obviously OK when boildalt
it is definitely preferableto bring your own drinking water.

Dead wood in the vicinity of the hbasbecone scarce Please
do not use up all the available wood to keep bonfires burning.

If you plan to braai please bringyour own wood, charcoal or
gas cookers.

A list of birds that have been seen in the area is pinned to the
board in the larger hut. i8l watchers are encouraged to add any
new sightings to this list.

Note: At the time of writing(Decembef017) thevenueis
under new ownership. The newners areery climber
friendly and hae plans to develop more facilitiesdence, the
situation isin a state of flux and the information given abave
likely to changeas time goes byPlease keck with the new
ownersabout any recent changes or additioRer contact
details, se@age 40.
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The original hut®on the South Bankiewed from the topfo
the Bushy Buttress, looking upstreaiotice howMr Greef
took great card¢o ensurdahat they blend into the bush.

The original, stunningly beautiful hut that was torched by
the "previously disadvantagedPhoto: Cesar de Carvalho.
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The way it was. Due to the "interesting times" in which
we live, this too has passed®hotas. Cesar de Carvalho.
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Aloe, river andheWarrior Wall Photo: Anthony van Tonder
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ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS

NORTH BANK 71 in downstream sequence

Please remember that, technically speaking, we aret
currently allowed to climb on the North Bank crags.

1. THE GREY WALL 1 seethe sketclon paget?.

The Grey Wall is the highly visible wall closest to theeelict

camp siteon the north bank. This wall lies at the top of a steep
and very bushy slope leading up from the rivieiis mainly on
balance but is very vegetate8everaunremarkable and
unrecorded routes have been climbed here by Gavin Peckham
both with and without the assistancevafious gullible climbing
partners.There isplenty ofpotential for new routek bring a

full range of gardening tools along!

Near the righthand end of this messy wall there is a superb
face that previous ithbers had walked past without realising

its potential until Derek Marshall spotted the wall and could not
believe that local climbers had left it totally unscathéde

bolted the wall to give us the supdéhbffalo Face

Startat the gate in the fenam the downstream sidé the
derelictcamp siteon the North Bank A pathleadsthrougha

donga As youexit the donga there is a cairn on the left
marking the start of the path up to the crag. The path winds up
the hill through the bush and evertyaeaches the base of the
Grey Wall. Unfortunately, the path is usually overgrown due to
lack of use.After reaching the base of the crag the path
traversedo the rightalong the base of the wall through bush and
scree. After traversing for about 180you scramble up over
large blocks and then down to a comfortable cave that undercuts
the wall and marks th&tart of the Buffalo Face.

The first routeon the Grey Wallis a trad ling' Icons of Self
Indulgencéwhich runsup a superb cracklt is locatedjust
before you reacthe Buffalo Face itselfThereafter, theoutes
on the Buffalo Face are listerbin left to right in the sequence
you will encounter them as you walk in
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White Umfolozi River
Location of the North Bank Crags

Rough sketch - not to scale ! Buffalo
Copyright: G Peckham 2017 © Face Mkhize’s

All rights reserved \ Buttress
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If you carry on walking to the righpast the Buffalo Fagyou
reach a gentle gully that slopes up to the right and gives easy
access to the top of the cragdy heading slightly downhill near
the gully area, you can croadairly steep slope and reach a path
and fairly exposed ledge that leads to a comftetphth along

the base of the Red Wall.

Tennyson:| chatter over stony ways, in little sharps and treble
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1. Icons Of Self Indulgence(20) **** 25m
FA: Derek MarshalandCraig Bester(25 De@mber2003)

Start aboud m tothe left of the large overhang that undercuts
the Buffalo Face. Climb the perfect hand crack past a small roof.
Climb a short open book and pull through another small roof.
Climb easily to the topFind a belayr walk off to the right

down the gullybetween the Bffalo Face and the Red Wall.

DerekMarshall youRotten Route Robbing Rat, this was the
oneroute | asked you to leave for melidn't you see the "IP"
scratchedn the rock? 'Self Indulgencés avery appropriate

name! Please get in totcwith me forDerek'scontact details

should you wish to send hisomerat poison !J

The Buffalo Facei see topo on pagé9.

2. Savannah 23) [12B; C] **** 20 m

FA: Derek MarshallCraig Bester(25 De@mber2003)

After the same start as "The Terrible Ones’, move left and then
up to a small, stepped roof. Pass this on the left and continue
straight up to the chains.

3. The Terrible Ones @2) [12B; C] **** 20 m

FA: Derek Marshall(27 Decembe2003)

Make a gorilla start on jugs and then climb straight up, passing
just to the right of a small, stepped roof. From here continue
straight up to the chainsThis is a fairlysustained line.

4. MechanicsOf Terror (21) [9B; C] **** 20m

FA: Derek Marshall(17 December 2003)

After tricky moves to gain the facBre straight up the bolt line.
Alternatively, start ugither ofthe nextwo routes and then step
across to the left.

5. Legion Patria Nostra (20) [8B; C] **** 19m
FA: Derek Marshall (17 December 2003)

Startabout3 m to the right of the previous rout&tart straight
up then tend left and join the previous line aldaud thirdsof
the way up. From here, follow the previougelito the chains.
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White Umfolozi River

Grey Wall : Buffalo Face
Rough sketch - not to scale !
Copyright: Gavin Peckham 2017 ©
All rights reserved

e
x

Routes

2. Savannah (23) 7. Proelio Procusi (20)

3. The Terrible Ones (22) 8. White Flag (16)

4. Mechanics of Terror (21) 9. Savate (17)

5. Legio Patria Nostra (20)  10. Desolation Angel (19)

6. Pieces of Silver (20) 11. Live by the Sword (16)
12. Die by the Sword (16)

6. PieceOf Silver (20) [8B; C] **** 19m
FA: Derek Marshall(23 December 2003)

Start at the righhand extremity of the caviewhere the cave
roof meets the rising groundkire straght up the line of bolts.

7. Proelio Procusi @0) [9B; C] **** 20m
FA: Derek Marshall(23 December 2003)

Start 1,5m to the right of 'Pieces of Silvelfire straight up the
line of bolts to the top(For those who did nato Latin at
school, the name means 'Forged in Badihel Legion Patria
Nostrd, route # 4, meari3he Legion is Our Fatherland'
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An oblique view of the Buffalo FacePhoto: Grant Tunmer

8. White Flag (16) [9B; C] **** 18m
FA: Craig Bester (27 December 2003)

Start 4m to the left of the 'Desolation Angel' effidth and
climb straight up to the chains.

9. Savate 17) [8B; C] *** 16m

FA: Derek Marshall (27 December 2003)

Start 2m to the lef of the 'Desolation Angel' ofividth. Climb
up tending slightly left. After the™ bolt this line merges with
'‘White Flag' and uses the last 3 bolts and chains on 'White Flag'.
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10. Desolation Angel (L9) **** 25m
FA: Derek Marshall Tim Loft (07 July 2003)

At the far righthand side of the Buffalo Face there is an
awesome ofividth. Climb this to under the roof. Break out
slightly to the right. A #6 Cam is very useful.e. essenti&l

11. Live By The Sword (L6) *** 18 m

FA: Derek MarshallCraig Bester (23 December 2003)
Just to the right of the 'Desolation Angel'-afidth there are
two open books. Climb the ldfiand open book.

12. Die By The Sword (L6) *** 18 m

FA: Derek MarshallCraig Bester (23 December 2003)
Climb the righthand open book.

"WaterSculptedRocks" Photo: Anthony van Tonder
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2. THE RED WALL 7 location seethe sketclon paget7.

The Red Wall lies just downstream of the Gvegll and is

separated from it by an easy gully that slopes up to the right.

The Red Wall has several steep, clean faces but most of the base
of the wall is significantly undercut. Below the Red Wall there

is a precipitous drop down to the riteroughdense bushso

the best approach is to follow the path up through the bush to the
Grey Wall across the base tifis wall and then across thelly
between the Grey and Red WallErom the base of the gully

head diagonally down across a steep slopeatchréhe start of a
narrow ledge with an expos&tepacrossthat leads to a good

path along the base of the Red Wall. Mkhize's Buttress is at the
downstream end of the Red Wall whéne wallturns away

from the river. From this pointtiis possibled scramblaup
anothergully to thetop of the crag There isscope fomany
stunningnew routesn this area.

The following routes are listed from left to right in the sequence
you will encounter them as you walk in.

1. Caroline The Snake L3) ** 15m

FA: Derek MarshallCraig Bester(22 De@mber2003)

This line is located aboutra to the right of the grassy gully that
separates the Grey Wall from the Red Wall. Climb the easy
ramp / groove to gain an open baaid then p asmall buttress
to top out.

2. The Encourager (7) ** 18 m

FA: Derek MarshallCraig Bester(22 De@mber2003)
Startl m to the right of a large dead tree. Climb the ramp.
Continue up to the top of small fregander.

3. Hand Break Problem (L7) ** 13m

FA: Derek MarshallCraig Bester(25 De@mber2003)

Start 2,5m to the right of the stepver. Climb the finger crack
open book. Move slightly right to a great ab tree.
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Mk hi z e 0 s i d¢esketchorepags47.

This is the buttress that forms the most downstream end of the
Red Wall wherat turns away from the river. The routes are
totally stunning and are relatively easy once you have aided
through the roof that undercuts the fage60 m rope is

advised but a 50m rope can be used if you are careful.

Communal AccessTo access these excellent routes, walk
along the base of the Red Wall to the far end. Look for a large
block perched on a ledge under the undercut face. Climb up
ont the block and then aid up the shortr(#boltladder

through the roof to reach a small but comfortable stance on the
lip of the roof. The following routes all fan out from this stance.

4. Impundula (17, 17) [8B; C] : [10B; C] ****
FA: Derek Marshall(27 December 2003)

Pitch 1 (16 m) Aid the first 3 bolts to the stance on the lip of the
roof. About 7m up traverse left to chains and a comfy stance.

Pitch 2 (22m) Follow the bolts whicliun upto the left ofa
bluntaréte

5. Servant King (17) [12B; C] **** 30m
FA: Derek Marshall(27 December 2003)

Aid the first 3 bolts to the stance on the lip of the roof.
About 7m up move left and upkollow the bols up an
easy blunaréte

6. Victim Of Fate (17) [12B; C] *** 21m
FA: Derek Marshall(27 December 2003)

Aid the first 3 bolts to the stance on the lip of the roof.
About7 m up move left and up into aicee open book.
Follow this to the chains.

7. Green Hills Of Zululand (17) [13B; C] **** 29m
FA: Derek Marshall(21 December 2003)

Aid the first 3 bolts to the stance on the lip of the roof.
Follow the lineof bolts up the obvious recess.
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TheRed Wall Mkhize's Buttress is on the far right
Photo: Grant Tunmer

8. CacklesOf Fiendish Laughter (19) [14B; C] **** 29m
FA: Derek Marshall (21 December 2003)

Aid thefirst 3 bolts to the stance on the lip of the roof.
Fromthe stance move immediately to the right and then
up (crux) to gain the line of bolts on the aréte.
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Thefollowing two routes are around the corner to the right of
Mkhize's Butress, where the Red Wall turns sharply away from
the river and runs up, with diminishing height, to the top of the
crags. An easy, vegetated gully / ramp follows the base of the
rock faceand gives easy access to the top of the crags.

9. The First Time (17) ***
FA: Tim Loft; Derek Marshall (7 July 2003)

Climb the right trending finger crack to the left of a big tree.
The tree is actually on the route. Aboutrh@p the crack
becomes vertical. The vertical sectionabdwed by a ramp.

Up the rampthenup ashort open book. Top out in a large tree

10. Expectations (6) ***
FA: Gavin Raubenheimp&Gavin Peckham(12 Oct 2002)

About half way between the aréte on Mkhize's Buttress and the
top of the crag there is a crack and ramp system that slopes up
to the right. Climb teramp and thethe short face to the top.

Rocks and Rapids Photo: Anthony van Tonder
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3. CINDERELLA SLABS
Seelocationmap on pge 47 and the topo ongge 57.

Downstream from th&old" camp siteon thenorth bank and

directly below the Red Wathere aresome grey slabs showing
through the bush. At the base of these slabs are some large trees
with prominent, white trunks.

From the old, low level bridge,alk down thenorth bank to a
pointabout 10 mdownstreamof the prominent'Roast Beef
Boulder' locatedon the edge of the riveTurn left and head up
throughthe bushthenstraight upa steepscree stpe Continue
up evermoresteeply througlthe bushuntil you reach the base
of theslabs At the base of the slabsrhright and follow the
base of the crag for about 10 m to reach the first climbs

The slabs are formed from a typesofttalc. Boththisand

the balancy nature of the rout@skethemtotally different from
any other routes at the White Umfolozi. The first three routes
arelocatedatthe first,large rightfacing corner.

1. Follow Me (13) [5B; C] ***
FA: Gavin Peckham(18 July 2003)

Climb the big, rig-facing corner using lagway holds where
necessary. Good geatrad or sport as you prefer.

2. Uncle Kracker (13) [4B; C] ***
FA: Gavin Peckham(18 July 2003)

Start one metre to the right of the corner and follow the
excdlent crack line to the chains. Good geédrad or sport
as you prefer. Shares chains with the next route.

3. Curvy Cat (15) [5B; C] ***
FA: Gavin Peckham03 Aug 2003)

Start at the base of the 'Uncle Kracker' cracitially climb up
diagonally to the right Continue upkeeping to the right of the
bolts to reach #&ny ledge. Fronthe ledgea of verythin move
diagonallyup to the left(crux) leads to the chainsvhich are
shared with the previous route.
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4. Constant Affirmation (11) [6B; C] ***
FA: Gavin Peckham (12 September 2014)

Climb the rightfacing corner / groove about 5 m to the right of
the 'Follow Me' corner usinigy away holds where necessatf.
you askAnthony van Tondrhemay be persuaded tell yothy
the route is so named.

5. Songololo 13) [6B; C] ***
FA: Gavin Peckham (12 September 2014)

After an interesting start, climb the line of bolts immediately to
the right of the previous routdt is easy to avoid the suspect
block that is miraculously secured by the roots of a small tree.
Just in case, thieelayer should be aware of the possible
danger.

6. Three Dog Night (L3) [6B; C] ***
FA: Gavin Peckham(09 August 2003)

Walk aboutl0 m to the right of théConstant Affirmation'

corner. This line starts just before the wall turns a corner and
heads phill. Climb up through the break and then move left to
reach the easy angled aréte which is followed éadbp.

7. Vanity Fair (13) [6B; C] ***

FA: Gavin Peckham09 August 2003)

Start just around the corner to the right of the previous route.
Start upathin crack line and then continue up the skaiding
right to the chais.

8. Mango Groove (13) [4B; C] ***
FA: Gavin Peckham(09 August 2003)

Start at a crack line in the back of a recess abouup the

hill to the right of 'Vanity Fair'. Climb the crack and then head
up diagonally lefto reach the chains at the top of the previous
route. Short but neat.

Note: Since these neat lines are all on balance and below an
overhanging forest, they tend to collect leaves and assorted
debris. Please make an effort to clean them if necessary.
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The Cinderella Slabshowing the rightacing corner of
'Follow Me' and the crack line of 'Uncle Kracker'

59





































































































































































































































































































































